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INT. HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

A plasma T.V. is mounted on the wall. An expensive couch and 
coffee table occupy the room, along with two teenage boys.

Two fraternal twins, ALEX King (15, average height, dashing) 
and OLIVER King (15, tall, innocent look) sit on the couch 
watching South Park. Their backpacks rest by their feet. Alex 
changes the channels, landing on Glee.

ON THE TV SCREEN:

INT. SCHOOL - LOCKERS- DAY

A FOOTBALL PLAYER walks up to a CHEERLEADER. She’s carrying 
seven large text books. The acting is over the top.

FOOTBALL PLAYER
Samantha says that you’re pregnant 
with my baby.

CHEERLEADER
It’s no big deal, okay? Just don’t 
tell my boyfriend.

She walks a few steps away. He dramatically grabs and stops 
her.

FOOTBALL PLAYER
Are you going to put it up for- you 
know.

Orchestra plays. Football Player sings to the tune of 
“Tradition”.

FOOTBALL PLAYER (CONT’D)
ADOPTIOOOOOON! ADOPTION! --

BACK TO:

INT. HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

Oliver and Alex stare at the television set.

FOOTBALL PLAYER (O.S.)
--ADOPTION!

OLIVER
Do you think high school is this 
melodramatic? 

(MORE)



Filled to the brim with empty plot 
lines, evil adults, underage 
drinking, and each episode 
centering around a topical subject 
based on typical issues and taboo 
subjects?

ALEX
Probably. Real life is based on 
T.V., right?

OLIVER
Yup. I heard it used to be the 
other way around.

ALEX
Where’d you hear that?

OLIVER
Probably on T.V..

A door slams upstairs. ROGER King (Early-50s, bald, buff, 
nice suit) runs down the stairs and through the room.

OLIVER (CONT’D)
Morning, Dad.

DAD
Bye, boys. Have fun at high school.

OLIVER
Bye, Dad! I love-

Roger runs out the door, slamming it behind him.

OLIVER (CONT’D)
-pudding... I love pudding. I’m not 
vulnerable.

ALEX
I hate pudding, but I’d eat it if
it meant Dad would bring us food
that’s not Chinese take out.
Although, I have been collecting
fortune cookies.

Alex pulls one out of his pocket and breaks it open.

ALEX (CONT’D)
(reads)

Sarah, will you marry me?

He looks on the back of the paper.

OLIVER (CONT'D)
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ALEX (CONT’D)
I may have someone else’s cookie.

OLIVER
Dad’s been a wreck since Mom died.

Alex peers over at Oliver.

ALEX
Why do you say stuff like that?

OLIVER
What stuff?

ALEX
Stuff I already know. Like you’re
providing exposition to a stranger.

OLIVER
Because we’re fraternal twins.

ALEX
See? You just did it again. That
answer doesn’t even make sense.

OLIVER
It’s a game Mom and I used to play.

Oliver stands up and straps on his backpack.

OLIVER (CONT’D)
Ready to get a move on? It’s our 
first day of high school, you know?

ALEX
Why would I not know that? I even 
said that fifty seconds ago.

OLIVER
Calm down. Take your meds. No one
likes when you’re off your meds.

ALEX
That’s right. I have anger issues
cause Mom died.

OLIVER
Now you’re getting the game.

Alex picks up a bottle that reads “Anti-Anger Pills”. He
stands, takes a pill, and straps on his backpack. The bus 
horn beeps from outside.
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ALEX
Bus is here. Dad said to keep
hydrated at school. Grab some beer.

Oliver throws some beer cans in his backpack.

INT. BUS - DAY

Oliver and Alex sit near the back. Several kids rough house
around them, others throw paper, couples kiss, one kid plays
guitar. Alex and Oliver sink into their seats, beers in hand. 

ALEX
Maybe we should walk tomorrow.

OLIVER
Maybe we should be home-schooled.

ALEX
Nervous?

OLIVER
To death. Oh. Nervous? No, I’m 
scared.

ALEX
Calm down. What does Dad always
say? “Have no fear, when beer is
near.”

OLIVER
Sure, but then Mom would always
say, “Don’t listen to your father.
You don’t understand sarcasm yet.”

ALEX
But then we got older and we still 
don’t understand it. So cheers.

They clink their beer cans.

OLIVER
I hope these next four years fly
by. I’m just going to learn what I
need to know and leave.

ALEX
You’re leaving? Leaving to where? 

OLIVER
New York, Chicago, Narnia. Anywhere
but the middle of the south.
There’s more to life than this.
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ALEX
But it’s safe here.

They glance outside to see a MAN attempting to cross the
street. A giant truck flies past, almost hitting the man. In
the truck are two teen boys blasting country music. A
speeding train hits the truck. The students all watch in
horror.

ALEX (CONT’D)
First death of the school year. I
heard there’s at least one a year.

Oliver stares off into space.

OLIVER
There’ll be one every day now.

Alex peers over to his brother, incredulously.

ALEX
How did we share a womb?

OLIVER
Teamwork!

The bus comes to a stop. MRS. ARMSTRONG (70, creepy, raspy 
voice) stands up and waddles down the aisle.

MRS. ARMSTRONG
Listen here. The first day of every
school year I warn those who are
new to this high school. Strange
things lurk behind these walls.
Things of great terror and malice.
Nothing makes sense in there. Not a
damn thing.

She glares right at Oliver.

MRS. ARMSTRONG (CONT’D)
Do not step foot into this place
until you are certain you are
capable of pulling yourself
together, and making it through
without the help of God. Because,
in this city of sin and despair,
there is no God. Only horror.
Awkward, prepubescent horror!

The students stare up at her in awe.

5.



MRS. ARMSTRONG (CONT’D)
And we’ll be stuck in traffic for a
half hour, so get comfortable!

Oliver is freaked out. Alex looks out the window.

ALEX
Woah. There it is.

EXT. SCHOOL - DAY - CONTINUOUS

A long line of traffic surrounds the school. The name of the
school is mounted in the front lawn.

“Hellenized Istanbul High School”

It looks like a concrete prison with large gates and barbed
wire. TWO PUNK KIDS spray paint over the sign so it reads
“Hellen Is High”.

INT. SCHOOL - HALLWAY - DAY

The building is an old concrete jail, colored and refurbished
to look like a school. Several security cameras are set up,
but no metal bars. Lockers align the hallways cluttered with
students. Oliver and Alex stop at their locker.

ALEX
Oh, sweet. I got top locker.

Oliver looks at his slip of paper with the locker number, 
then looks below Alex’s locker.

OLIVER
Ah, man. 

Oliver squats and opens the locker below Alex’s.

OLIVER (CONT’D)
How’s that fair? I’m taller.

Alex looks down at him.

ALEX
I’m sorry. I can’t hear you from 
all the way up here-

ALEX (CONT’D)
I’m sorry. I can’t hear you from
all the way up here

Alex steps back, kneels, and raises his hands in praise.

6.



ALEX (CONT’D)
-on this locker in the sky!
I RESIDE ON MOUNT OLYMPUS! 

Oliver clumsily stands, smashes his head on the bottom of
Alex’s locker door, knocks it off it’s hinges, and collapses.

ALEX (CONT’D)
No! My locker in the sky!

Everyone crowds around Oliver’s lifeless body.

TEACHER
What happened?

ALEX
(nonchalantly)

They were arguing and the locker
attacked. They were both so young.

Alex sips his beer and walks into the nearest classroom.

TEACHER
These lockers are out of control.

INT. SCHOOL - CLASSROOM - DAY (CONTINUOUS)

Alex glances past other students to see YASMIN [15, long
brunette hair, cute] sitting alone, reading a book.

ALEX
There’s a dead body in the hallway!

Everyone runs out into the hallway except for Yasmin and 
Alex. He walks over to her.

ALEX (CONT’D)
You read?

Yasmin glances up then back to her book.

ALEX (CONT’D)
I read all the time. It’s almost
second nature to me. Sometimes I’ll
be driving and a sign will say
“wrong way” and then I’ll be like-
“Hey, that was me reading”.

Yasmin snickers. Alex chuckles. She lowers her book.

YASMIN
(sassy)

I was laughing at the book.
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ALEX
You were laughing at--

He lifts up the book’s cover.

ALEX (CONT’D)
Animal Farm?

She smirks.

YASMIN
Talking animals are funny.

ALEX
It’s also about World War Two.

She pulls the book closer to her.

YASMIN
Can I get back to my book now, 
clown?

ALEX
No problem, Yasmin.

She quickly looks up at him.

YASMIN
Uh. Are you a stalker?

ALEX
Your name’s on your backpack. I’m
Alex, brother of the dead guy 
outside.

YASMIN
Then you’re a terrible brother.

ALEX
He’s fine. Twins die together. That
was in a book I read. Fictional?
Probably. But don’t we all live in
a world filled with lies and
fiction? Read that in a book too. 
Or I saw it on T.V.

He slaps a slip of paper on her desk and sloppily moon walks
out of the room. Yasmin scoffs and examines the paper.

YASMIN
“Sarah, will you marry me?”

She shakes her head.
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YASMIN (CONT’D)
Weirdos. How do they always find 
me?

INT. SCHOOL - HALLWAY - DAY

Oliver wakes up on the ground with a broken locker on top of
him. He’s also covered in trash. The halls are empty and
eerie. Not a sound is heard. A light overhead flickers.

OLIVER
Hello? --Am I dead?

He walks to the end of the hallway.

OLIVER (CONT’D)
Hello? God? I read all your books.

He spins around to see Principal GRIMSLEY [65, white beard,
deep voice, African-American, stoic] standing inches from 
him.

OLIVER (CONT’D)
A ghost! Oh- wait.
(chuckling)
That’s silly. Ghosts are 
invisible... God?

GRIMSLEY
You may call me Mr. Grimsley, your
vice principal. 

OLIVER
Mr. Grimsley, do you have a narwhal
I can skittles on?

Mr. Grimsley shoots him a concerned expression then peers at
the top of Oliver’s head.

GRIMSLEY
Oh. You’re Oliver King, the boy who
destroyed a locker. You must have
ruptured the language part of your
brain. Haven’t seen something like
that since the lockers fell on
Kelly after Slater crashed into
them with a practice car.

OLIVER
Sounds like an episode of Saved By 
The Bell.
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GRIMSLEY
I didn’t say I saw it in person.

Grimsley walks down the hall. His hands are folded behind him
as he peers into each classroom window. Oliver follows.

OLIVER
Do you know where I’m suppose to be 
right now?

GRIMSLEY
Of course. I memorized each
student’s schedule.

OLIVER
That’s both impressive and creepy.

GRIMSLEY
You know what’s creepy? This
school. It used to be a jail. I’m
not incredibly super superstitious,
but I’m pretty sure it’s bad luck
to have kids in a building where
the death average was seven a year.
Also, most of my name is the word
“grim” and this school has the word 
“hell” in the name. 

OLIVER
I saw some people die this morning.

Oliver looks up with wide eyes.

OLIVER (CONT’D)
There’ll be one every day now.

Grimsley knocks on wood.

GRIMSLEY
Don’t say that. It’s bad juju.

OLIVER
My name’s not Juju. It’s Oliver. 

Grimsley rolls his eyes. They walk over to a classroom door.

OLIVER (CONT’D)
Mom always told me I had a gift for
predicting the future. She died
last year.

GRIMSLEY
Bet you didn’t see that coming.
This is History with Ms. Bernstein. 
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INT. SCHOOL - HISTORY CLASSROOM - DAY

He opens the classroom door. Oliver peeks in to see MS.
BERNSTEIN [70, tall, chubby, glasses and lipstick] standing
in front of the classroom. 

MS. BERNSTEIN
What?

OLIVER
What?

GRIMSLEY
What?

MS. BERNSTEIN
What?

GRIMSLEY
This is Oliver King. He knocked 
himself out.

MS. BERNSTEIN
What? -Oh, I heard you died.

GRIMSLEY
Those were some other boys. Hit by
a train.

OLIVER
Probably drunk too.

Oliver takes a sip from his beer can. It’s placed in a cozie
that reads “Sorry your mom died”.

GRIMSLEY
That better be Coke Zero.

OLIVER
Yeah, there’s zero coke in here.

GRIMSLEY
Hmm.  I’ve got my eye on you, King.

Grimsley walks backwards out of the room, bumping into a
cabinet and the wall on the way.

Oliver sits at a desk in the middle of the classroom. Next to
him is KALE [14, African-American, Hawaiian shirt, snapback 
hat]. The rest of the students talk amongst
themselves.
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KALE
Were you at Paul’s Pizza last
Friday?

OLIVER
No, sorry.

KALE
Damn, I thought you were this other
dude. You might know him though.
He’s also white.

Kale presents a goofy smile.

OLIVER
Uh, what?

Kale move closer to Oliver.

KALE
See? Doesn’t feel good, does it? I
don’t want to hear any racist
comments like that. Got it?

OLIVER
Okay.

Kale slaps Oliver on the back.

KALE
Relax. Just making sure you’re not
like the other rednecks around 
here.

OLIVER
Kale? That’s a cool name. Oliver 
King.

KALE
O.K.

OLIVER
Okay.

KALE
Your initials. I’m gonna call you 
“O.K.” Okay?

OLIVER
-Okay.

MS. BERNSTEIN
-Okay. You may all call me Ms.
Bernstein. 

(MORE)
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I’ll be your favorite
teacher, because the homework in
this class will be fun.

Classroom cheers in excitement. 

KALE
This is the best day of my life!

OLIVER
I can’t wait to tell my future kids 
about this moment!

MS. BERNSTEIN
I made it fun by using crosswords
and fill in the blank questions.

Everyone stops cheering and falls silent.

KALE
That’s not fun.

OLIVER
You lied to us!

OTHER STUDENTS
Yeah!

KALE
Just like the British did at the
Battle of Kenzington.

MS. BERNSTEIN
That never happened.

KALE
Another lie!

The bell rings. The students grab their things and leave. Ms.
Bernstein is left alone in her classroom.

MS. BERNSTEIN
(manly, German accent)

The fools! So trusting.

Ms. Bernstein runs over to her desk and pulls off her wig
revealing crazy white hair. She wipes off her lipstick and
make-up. She’s actually a man, KONRAD Scozlosky [30s, scar on
his cheek, buff].

He pulls off his Ms. Doubtfire spandex outfit. Konrad walks
over to the window, staring at the kids socializing outside.

MS. BERNSTEIN (CONT'D)
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KONRAD
Teenagers. Like a wolf in sheep’s
clothing, I’m able to walk amongst
them as their favorite teacher, Ms.
Bernstein. They’re completely
unaware I’m actually the greatest
German spy to ever live, Konrad
Scozlosky. Here I can finally
uncover the serum that will create
a new race of super-humans. If I
can just find Parsons’ lair

Oliver pokes his head back in the door.

OLIVER
Do we have any homework?

Konrad attempts covering his body with a map of the United 
Sates and opens a science book to block his face from Oliver.

MS. BERNSTEIN
Nein.

OLIVER
Ah, man!

Oliver walks out into the hallway. Kale is out there drinking 
out of the water fountain with a straw.

KALE
Homework?

OLIVER
Yeah! Page nine.

Oliver peers back into the classroom, but now Konrad is gone.

KALE
What’s wrong, O.K.?

OLIVER
Nothing it’s just... Ms. Bernstein 
was reading a science book.

KALE
But she’s our history teacher!

OLIVER
I know! Weird, right?

KALE
Maybe she accidentally started 
reading it. I accidentally read all 
the time.
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He looks out the window.

KALE (CONT’D)
“Hellen is high.”

Kale laughs and walks off. Oliver pears over to the classroom
door one last time then walks off. A portrait of an old man
hangs on the wall where they were. The eye holes are cut out
and someone on the other side stares through the wall.

END OF ACT I
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ACT II

INT. SCHOOL - SCIENCE CLASSROOM - DAY

Twelve students sit at their desks. They all have
microscopes. Amongst the students are Alex, Oliver and Kale. 

KALE
You guys don’t look like twins.

OLIVER
Fraternal twins.

KALE
You two don’t look like Dads 
either.

ALEX
That’s paternal.

OLIVER
(to Alex)

Speaking of dads, do you think 
Dad’s been working too much?

KALE
I don’t really know your dad.

ALEX
In a way, no one does. 

He glances over Kale’s shoulder.

ALEX (CONT’D)
What’s this kid’s deal?

GENE [14, medium length black hair, grey Bob Marley T-shirt]
sits next to Kale. He’s staring off, mouth hanging open, eyes
don’t blink once.

KALE
Oh, that’s Gene. He’s crazy.

Gene quickly leans forward and vigorously shakes their hands.

ALEX
What’s wrong with him?

KALE
I don’t know. He’s never told me.
He actually hasn’t talked since we
met in Geography. But he’s really
good at charades.  
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Gene sits back down, pulls out two wallets from his pocket 
and hands it to Alex and Oliver.

KALE (CONT’D)
And pick-pocketing.

ALEX
That’s my wallet.

Oliver looks at his waist.

OLIVER
And I’m wearing your belt.

Gene claps and makes jazz hands.

KALE
Magic!

Mr. PARSONS (40s, lab coat, creepy) walks to the front of the
class and writes “FRICTION” on the board. He spins around to
face the class.

MR. PARSONS
Friction. What does it mean? 

KALE
Is it Scooby-Doo saying “fiction”?

MR. PARSONS
It’s two surfaces rubbing against
each other, creating heat. 

He rubs his hand on his left arm.

MR. PARSONS (CONT’D)
See? Feel. Feel.

The students touch his left arm.

STUDENT #1
It’s kinda warm. 

MR. PARSONS
Yes. Friction has been created. 
This is why I’m hot.

ALEX
What?

MR. PARSONS
I said, “This is why I’m hot”.
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OLIVER
I couldn’t hear you back here.

MR. PARSONS
This is why- 

(louder)
This is why I’m hot.

KALE
I heard you hot cause you fly.

ALEX
And I heard we ain’t cause we not.

MR. PARSONS
You’ve been misinformed. It’s due 
to friction. This is why I’m hot.

ALEX
Got it. My mistake. 

OLIVER
I like this teacher. He’s alright.

ALEX
Yeah.

(shouting to Mr. Parsons)
You’re alright!

Mr. Parsons confidently smiles and nods.

MR. PARSONS
Yeah! I am alright. Thanks, kids.

Yasmin walks into the classroom.

YASMIN
Sorry I’m late, Mr. Parsons.

MR. PARSONS
Oh, I see. You must be the cool
kid. I’m just kidding. You seem
pretty lame. Go on, have a seat.

Yasmin has a seat in the only empty desk, in front of Alex. 

ALEX
Sweet. We can pass notes.

YASMIN
I don’t see that happening. 
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ALEX
That’s cool. All you missed was us 
rubbing ourselves. 

YASMIN
Has anyone told you that you talk 
too much?

ALEX
They’ve tried, but I always 
interrupt them. What’s wrong with 
talking?

YASMIN
Well, no one else in the class is 
and the teacher is glaring at us.

Mr. Parsons glares and leans on his desk, struggling to 
contain his frustration. All the other students stare at him.

MR. PARSONS
(to himself)

I should have gone into medicine.
Sure, I’d have to deal with
teenagers sometimes, but then
they’d die of STDs and I’d move on.

The bell rings. Mr. Parsons looks up in disbelief.

MR. PARSONS (CONT’D)
That was only twenty minutes!

OLIVER
Half day! 

They all leave. Mr. Parsons is left alone in his classroom.

MR. PARSONS
Finally. After years of searching
for volunteers, I’ve stumbled upon
the perfect subjects for my
experiments. Students: they’ll do
anything for extra credit.

Mr. Parsons pulls a lever. It opens a secret entrance in the
wall. He walks through.

INT. SCHOOL - SECRET LAIR - DAY (CONTINUOUS)

It’s dark and damp, only lanterns illuminate his cave-like
basement lab. He rushes down the concrete stairs.
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MR. PARSONS
By the end of this year I’ll be
able to complete the projects I’ve
dedicated the majority of my life
to. Like the creation of telepathy,
human flight, and the Antichrist.

He pulls back a curtain, revealing equations, mixed with
geometry, a picture of a monkey, a robot, Richard Nixon, and
a man with wings drawn on a chalk board.

“Uranium”, “lucid dreaming”, “spark plug”, “headlight fluid”,
and “alternate dimensions” are written too. He pulls two
pictures out of his pocket and places them in the center.

MR. PARSONS (CONT’D)
And I’ll start with these two.

One picture is of Alex and the other is Oliver. It looks like
Mr. Parsons was stalking them. He rubs his hands together.

MR. PARSONS (CONT’D)
I’ll simply trick them in- OW! Hot!

He stops rubbing hands together. 

MR. PARSONS (CONT’D)
Where was- Oh! -trick them into
allowing me to experiment on them. 
But, first I must get close to 
them. 

He laughs. The intercom from upstairs comes on.

INTERCOM (O.S.)
Mr. Parsons, your turtles have 
escaped and are now swimming in the 
women’s toilet’s. It’s both 
disturbing and adorable and it’s 
confusing the ladies. Please 
retrieve them.

MR. PARSONS
Damn-- Well, after I retrieve my
turtles I shall get close to them--
in a non-sexual way. 

He cackles and runs up the stairs, arms flailing.

A small vent door opens on the wall. Konrad, dressed in all
black, pops out and sneaks over to the chalk board. He takes
the pictures of Alex and Oliver off the board.
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KONRAD
These two must hold the secrets to
Parson’s serum. If I have the boys
on my side, I’ll get the serum I’ve
been searching for. Then Father
will love me again. 

He back flips back into the vent door.

INT. SCHOOL - BAND ROOM - DAY

Oliver and Alex are in the back of the band. Alex is playing
the fiddle and Oliver is playing the cello. The other
students are warming up their instruments as well. Alex and 
Oliver stop playing.

ALEX
I can’t figure out Yasmin. She’s an 
enigma. 

OLIVER
What’s that?

ALEX
Something that’s hard to explain.

OLIVER
It’s fine. I’ll look it up later.

Oliver’s phone beeps. He clicks it then dramatically gasps.

ALEX
What? What happened?

OLIVER
Dad’s in the hospital. 

ALEX
That’s weird. Is he okay?

OLIVER
He just texted, “Hey. Going to be 
late for dinner. Heart attacks 
suck. See you boys later if I don’t 
die. L.O.L. Hashtag: pain meds.”

ALEX
Sounds fine to me.

OLIVER
What are you talking about? It’s a
heart attack. We should go.
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ALEX
I think you’re worrying too much,
but it’d be nice to leave halfway
through our half day of school. And
so what if we miss our band class? 

OLIVER
Oh. I’m not in this class.

ALEX
Me neither. I just wandered in. 

They throw down the instruments and walk out. Gene is in the
front going to town on the fiddle. Everyone watches in awe.

INT. HOSPITAL - DAY

The boys run up to the NURSE (30s, southern accent, short
hair) at the front desk of the lobby. 

ALEX
Hello, nurse.

NURSE
I have a name. 

ALEX
We’re looking for Roger King.

The nurse peers at her computer clicking the mouse, taking
her time. Oliver and Alex exchange worried looks.

NURSE
Hmm. Hmmmmm. Hmm. Hmm. Hmmmmm. Hm. 

OLIVER
Just tell us where our dad is!

NURSE
Oh. Says your dad is comatose.

Seconds of silence pass. She points to the waiting area.

NURSE (CONT’D)
You can wait over there for your 
dad to finish fighting off death.

The Nurse puts her headphones in. Oliver vomits.

END OF ACT II
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ACT III

INT. HOSPITAL - PRIVATE ROOM - DAY

MAGGIE (late-40s, hospital gown) lies in the hospital bed
hooked up to machines. Oliver walks in, dressed as a doctor.

OLIVER
Ma’am, it seems you have something
called “children”. If they don’t
stop growing soon we’ll be forced
to give them a high school degree
in four to five years. 

Maggie laughs.

MAGGIE
I didn’t know you were coming to 
visit today. Where’s Alex?

OLIVER
He’s with his girlfriend, or some 
other girl. I never know.

MAGGIE
He’s just like your father was-- 

OLIVER
Dad hates bowli- Oh! I get it. And
Dad wanted to be here too, but he’s
working a lot.

MAGGIE
To pay for my medical bills.

OLIVER
Or maybe he’s going to take us on a
vacation when you get out of here. 

Maggie smiles.

MAGGIE
Remember our first family vacation?

Oliver shrugs and sits across from Maggie.

MAGGIE (CONT’D)
We went to Six Flags when you and
Alex were seven. You were so scared
in line for the first roller
coaster. Your father took you aside
and said, “You’ll sit next to your
brother behind us. 

(MORE)
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If the roller coaster crashes, your 
mother and I will be the first to
die and then your brother and you.
Just like real life.”

OLIVER
That wasn’t what I expected.

MAGGIE
He was saying all of us die
eventually. It’s nothing to fear.
You don’t need me and your father.
As long as you and Alex have each
other everything else will be fine.

Oliver smiles.

OLIVER
I love you, Mom.

MAGGIE
I love you too, Oli.

They hug and Oliver stands up to turn on the television set.

OLIVER
What do you want to watch today?

MAGGIE
(polite tone)

Oh, I think a nap would be best.
Thank you, doctor.

Oliver chuckles and turns back around to face Maggie.

OLIVER
(jokingly)

Alright, ma’am. I think a nap would-

Maggie’s not looking at him the same way she was a moment
ago. She sees him as a stranger now.

MAGGIE
Could my family visit after hours?

Oliver wipes away stray tears and backs-up towards the door.

OLIVER
I- I’m sure that would be alright.

MAGGIE
Thank you, doctor.

She smiles and lies back, facing away. Oliver slowly exits.

MAGGIE (CONT’D)
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INT. SHARED HOSPITAL ROOM - NIGHT - PRESENT DAY

Oliver enters holding coffee. Their dad lies completely under
the covers. Alex stares out the window, headphones in.

OLIVER
Alex. Alex? --Alex?!

Alex jumps, throwing off his headphones.

ALEX
What?!

OLIVER
How’s Dad?

ALEX
He’s gone.

OLIVER
WHAT?

Oliver lifts the covers up, revealing a bunch of pillows.

OLIVER (CONT’D)
He turned into pillows!

ALEX
What? No. He said he needs to 
straighten some things out. He’s 
not over Mom’s death, so he went to 
pack for a cross country trip with 
some friends.

OLIVER
How long was I gone for?

ALEX
It was a speedy heart-to-heart.
We’re renting out Dad’s room to
help us while he’s gone. He said
the dude will move in tonight.

OLIVER
Are you serious? What dude?

INT. HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

Alex opens the door revealing Mr. Parsons.

MR. PARSONS
Sup, dudes!
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The brothers stare at him for a moment, then enthusiastically 
welcome him in.

OLIVER
Parsons!

ALEX
Get in here, you ol’ so-n-so.

MR. PARSONS
Thanks boys. My old place burnt 
down due to a meth lab explosion.

Mr. Parsons picks up his box and enters. On the box, “Meth
stuff” is crossed out and replaced with “porns”.

ALEX
Thanks for taking our Dad’s room.
We really need the money.

MR. PARSONS
It’s you who are helping me. In
fact, how about I rent a movie? 
Human Centipede sound
good?

OLIVER
Thanks, but we’re still a little
pissed at our dad.

ALEX
I’m not pissed.

MR. PARSONS
Sounds like a troubled man.

ALEX
Took him a near death experience to
realize it.

Mr. Parsons looks off.

INT. OFFICE BUILDING - ELEVATOR - DAY - FLASHBACK

Roger stands in his office elevator. It stalls, strobe lights
flicker and fast tempo screamo music blasts on the intercom. 
Roger topples over and grabs his chest. There’s a security 
camera in the corner pointed at him.

ROGER
Gah! Why?
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INT. OFFICE BUILDING - SECURITY ROOM - DAY - FLASHBACK

Mr. Parsons watches Roger in the elevator topple over,
wearing rave gear (muscle tank top, fluffy hat, gloves, and a
candy necklace). He’s pressing several buttons.

MR. PARSONS
Why indeed, Alex and Oliver’s Dad.
Why indeed.

BACK TO:

INT. HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT - PRESENT

Mr. Parsons chuckles.

MR. PARSONS (CONT’D)
Sorry. I just remembered a joke
about heart attacks.

He walks upstairs with his things.

OLIVER
(to Alex)

Dad thinks he can just throw all
this responsibility on us? Well, 
guess what! With great 
responsibility comes great power.

ALEX
I’ve never heard it like that
before, but that gives me an idea.

INT. HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

Booming music blasts and a few dozen teens are scattered
around talking and making out. The boys walk in from outside
wearing long robes.

OLIVER
Good call on the robes. Like you
said, we have great power now. And
why are there people in our house?

Mr. Parsons drunkenly stagger in, followed by Kale. 

MR. PARSONS
Olix! A lever! Welcome to da party.

KALE
Mr. P, we spilt one of your green
drinks and now there’s a new way to
get to the basement.
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MR. PARSONS
My hydrofluoric acid!

Mr. Parsons runs into the kitchen.

KALE
Alex! O.K.! What’s up? Sorry about
your dad running away.

OLIVER
Kale! What’s happening?

KALE
The show from the Seventies
starring Fred Berry?

OLIVER
No. I mean, what’s happening now?

KALE
Oh, that was the Eighties spin-off.

Gene runs up to them, brownie smudged across his face.

KALE (CONT’D)
Gene ate a pot brownie. 

Gene nods. Alex spots Yasmin walk in.

ALEX
Alex? What’s the game plan?

KALE
That’s when Dwayne ‘The Rock’
Johnson’s a football player, but he
discovers he has a daughter.

Alex is still looking at Yasmin.

ALEX
Listen, I know there’s people in
our home, and a hole in the
kitchen, and that freaks you out,
but we’re in high school. Time to
live our own life. Happy is he who
seizes the day.

He hands Oliver an open fortune cookie with the paper and 
approaches Yasmin.

ALEX (CONT’D)
I don’t know about you, but it 
feels like you’re stalking me.

28.



YASMIN
Not even a little, but if it makes 
you feel better.

ALEX
We an settle this with a trip to 
Olive Garden. Next weekend sound 
good?

She stares at him for a moment in disbelief.

YASMIN
Alex, your dad had a heart attack
and then left town today. Now
you’re throwing a party and asking
me on a date? That’s a little nuts.

ALEX
So you’re more into Rainforest 
Cafe?

YASMIN
This morning I thought you were
just cute and funny. But now I know
you’ve got a lot of problems too.

ALEX
You think I’m cute and funny?

JOHNNY
Yo, Yazzy. This party is boring.

JOHNNY (14, skinny jeans, fedora with a feather, flannel
shirt, large glasses) shuffles in with two Solo cups.

ALEX
“Yazzy”?

JOHNNY
Oh, hey. I’m Johnny. Yasmin’s guy. 
You must be laaaaame. 

He laughs and flicks Alex’s nose. Alex stares at him for a 
second. He grabs Johnny’s throat. Oliver and Kale run over.

OLIVER
Alex! Go to your happy place! Think 
about the waterfall! The waterfall, 
Alex!

YASMIN
Let him go!
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ALEX
WATERFALL!

JOHNNY
(high-pitched)

I don’t know what’s going on!

KALE
That’s a Marvin Gaye song!

Oliver puts a pill in Alex’s mouth. Alex releases Johnny.
Kale and Oliver drag Alex over to the keg.

OLIVER
He has anger issues.

KALE
I can see that. Thank you.

Kale hands the brothers two Solo cups, each with the cozies. 

ALEX
I’m not drinking anymore tonight.

OLIVER
What? But that’s our thing.

ALEX
Sure, but maybe alcohol is why I
have anger issues.

They blankly stare at one another, then Oliver slaps him.

EXT. ROOFTOP - NIGHT - LATER

Alex and Oliver sit on the edge with Chinese takeout. They
look tired and act drunk. Their eyes struggle to stay open.

ALEX
I feel so free now that Dad’s gone.
You ever have something that you’ve
never been able to say. Now I feel 
like I can finally say it.

Alex stands on the ledge, spreading his arms.

ALEX (CONT’D)
Differn-inch-e-ate! Differ-itch-
enate? Still can’t say it.

30.



OLIVER
This is not how I saw my first day
of high school going. A locker
tried to kill me.

ALEX
If we can survive today without
Dad, we can survive four years. As
long as we have each other. That’s
what she always said, right?

Oliver slumps back towards the winding staircase which leads
downstairs to the second floor porch. He sings with a Les
Miserables type of melody.

OLIVER
HI SCHOOL HIGH.
NOT A PLACE I WISH TO SPEND MY
TEENS.
NOT A PLACE I WISH TO WASTE MY
DREAMS.
BUT IF I WISH TO LEAVE THIS PLACE
I’LL TAKE THE PUNCH IN THE FACE.
HI SCHOOL HIGH.

Alex spots Yasmin in the window below. She watches Johnny
flirt with another girl.

ALEX
I KNOW YOU HIDE HOW YOU FEEL.
AT LEAST I THINK SO, I’M NOT
CERTAIN.

Yasmin turns around, looking up at Alex.

OLIVER
HI SCHOOL HIGH.

ALEX
I’M SO CONFUSED BY WHAT YOU
WANT.
AND WHO’S THAT HIDING BEHIND 
THAT CURTAIN?

YASMIN
I’M SO CONFUSED BY WHAT YOU
WANT.
AND WHO’S THAT HIDING BEHIND 
THAT CURTAIN?

Konrad peeks out from behind the curtain.

KONRAD
I’LL PLANT CAMERAS IN THIS
PLAAAAACE.
TO KEEP AN EYE ON THE DOCTOOOOR.
ALTHOUGH, I DO ENJOY A GOOD CHASE.
BUT, THEY MADE IT TOO EASY FOR
MEEEEEEE.
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ALL PARTYGOERS 
NOW-- IT BEGINS--
THE FIRST-- SCHOOL YEAR.

OLIVER
HI SCHOOL HIGH!

MR. GRIMSLEY
HI SCHOOL HIGH IS A DEATH TRAP
DANGER LURKS AT EVERY POINT
I’M ALONE IN GIVING A CRAP 
GUESS I’M IN CHARGE OF THE JOINT

OLIVER
-HI SCHOOL HIGH!

KALE
I THINK SOMEONE GAVE ME SHROOMS!

MR. PARSONS
MY LABORATORY IS THEIR BATHROOM!

KALE
FEELS LIKE I’M SKIING THROUGH A
TRAIN.

MR. PARSONS
THE OTHERS LAUGHED AND CALLED ME
INSANE.

KALE
(British accent)

I’VE EVEN LOST HOLD OF MY DICTION.

MR. PARSONS
I THINK IT’S TIME TO CAUSE SOME
FRICTION.

KALE
FORGOT MY NAME. WAS IT “SCOTT”?

MR. PARSONS
THEY’LL ALL KNOW THAT THIS-IS-WHY
I’M HOT!

He rubs his hands together. Konrad is now Ms. Bernstein.

PARTYGOERS
THIS IS WHY HE’S HOT! THIS IS WHY!
THIS IS WHY! THIS IS WHYYYYYY-

OLIVER
HELLEN-- IS-- HIGH!
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YASMIN
I’M SO CONFUSED BY WHAT YOU
WANT.

ALEX
I’M SO CONFUSED BY WHAT YOU
WANT.

 MR. PARSONS
THE OTHERS LAUGHED AND CALLED 
ME INSANE.

MR. BERNSTEIN
THEY’RE MAKING IT TOO EASY
FOR ME.

MR. GRIMSLEY
HI SCHOOL HIGH IS A DEATH TRAP
I’M ALL ALONE IN-

OLIVER
-HI SCHOOL HIGH!

KALE 
DOES ANYONE REMEMBER MY OWN NAME?

JOHNNY
THIS PARTY IS GETTING PRETTY LAME.

MR. GRIMSLEY
I GUESS I’M IN CHARGE OF THIS-

ALEX
I KNOW YOU HIDE HOW YOU-

OLIVER
HIGH SCHOOL HAS TOO MANY RULES.

Alex glares at Johnny.

ALEX
HIGH SCHOOL HAS TOO MANY TOOLS.

Everyone walks out to the front of the house, facing an
imaginary audience. Gene is on the roof playing the fiddle. 

EVERYONE
HIGH SCHOOL WILL DETERMINE WHETHER
MY LIFE IS LAME OR COOOOOOOL-- 
HIGH SCHOOL LIFE
HIGH SCHOOL DEATH
HI-- HIGH-- SCHOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOL!

The Football Player from Glee chimes up in the background.
Kale waves the school flag. Gene plays the fiddle.

FOOTBALL PLAYER
ADOPTIOOOOON!

Blue and red lights flash. Four COP CARS pull up.

MS. BERNSTEIN 
The popo! Scram!
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Everyone runs in different directions as cops chase them.
Gene is chased while continuing to fiddle. Mr. Grimsley
punches a cop, jumps in a cop car, and drives off. 

Mr. Parsons injects a cop with a serum, then drags the his
unconscious body into the house. Kale and Johnny are already
locked in a cop car sharing a joint. Two cop cars collide and
then explode. Oliver and Alex watch the from the rooftop.

OLIVER
I told you there’d be a death every-

ALEX 
Not now!

CUT TO BLACK

END OF SHOW
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